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What an incredible month May has been!   
 
We celebrate Mother’s Day and see kids graduating from high school to go onto their next adventure, 
and we also get to have our Executive Appreciation and Scholarship Award meeting! A huge shout out to 
the committee that put everything together, led by Danielle Forney, Neuberger Berman. They worked 
hard to get AMAZING auction items and décor for this event and worked with Qtego for the online 
bidding for the auction. The link was shared on social media and EWI sisters from all over the country 
were bidding on items!  
 
The theme, “Dream, Dare and Deliver Hall of Fame” was a fun theme punctuated by the red carpet and 
stars of the scholarship winners on the floor as you walked into the venue at the Ruthe Jackson Event 
Center in Grand Prairie. There was a photo booth, a caricature artist and beautiful etching on wine 
bottles. We celebrated our EWISP, ASIST, Dallas Chapter Relative and Neuberger Berman Scholarships. 
As well as celebrated Melanie Linnear, Executive at State Fair of Texas, as the winner of the Ebby 
Halliday Executive Appreciation Award. Katie Milbry put together an AWESOME presentation 
highlighting all of our winners’ accomplishments. From the refreshments to the auction, to the award 
winners, and the cake celebrating all the winners, this event reminded me of what amazing things we 
can do in our community. The graduating seniors and adults in transition that received scholarships 
mentioned how excited they were to receive the awards and be invited to celebrate with the Dallas EWI 
Chapter. We can’t wait to see what amazing things these recipients do in the future! 
 
Many thanks,  
Jennifer 
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THE WINNER OF THE 1ST
PLACE

EWISP SCHOLARSHIP OF $4,000 IS:

GRADUATE OF LIBERTY HIGH

SCHOOL AND FUTURE

ATTENDEE OF

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
https://twitter.com/EWI_of_Dallas
https://ewidallas.com/
https://youtu.be/SRvtuPd22CQ
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THE WINNER OF THE 1ST

PLACE EWISP 

SCHOLARSHIP OF

$4,000 IS:

GRADUATE OF WYLIE EAST HIGH

SCHOOL AND FUTURE ATTENDEE OF
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THE WINNER OF THE 2ND
PLACE

EWISP SCHOLARSHIP OF $2,000 IS:

GRADUATE OF THE SCHOOL OF SCIENCE & 

ENGINEERING AT TOWNVIEW AND FUTURE

ATTENDEE OF
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https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
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THE WINNER OF THE 1ST
PLACE

ASIST SCHOLARSHIP OF $3,500 IS:

ATTENDEE OF
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PLACE

ASIST SCHOLARSHIP OF

$1,000 IS:

ATTENDEE OF
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THE WINNER OF THE

1ST
PLACE

DALLAS CHAPTER ONLY

RELATIVE SCHOLARSHIP

OF $2,000 IS:

GRADUATE OF LANCASTER HIGH SCHOOL AND

FUTURE ATTENDEE OF
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THE WINNER OF THE NEUBERGER

BERMAN $2,000 SCHOLARSHIP IS:

GRADUATE OF JUDGE

BAREFOOT SANDERS LAW

MAGNET AND FUTURE

ATTENDEE OF
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THE WINNER OF THE NEUBERGER

BERMAN $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP IS:

GRADUATE OF NORTH GARLAND

HIGH SCHOOL AND FUTURE

ATTENDEE OF
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THE WINNER OF THE NEUBERGER

BERMAN $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP IS:

GRADUATE OF BYRON NELSON HIGH

SCHOOL AND FUTURE ATTENDEE OF
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
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THE WINNER OF THE

NEUBERGER BERMAN

$1,000 

SCHOLARSHIP IS:

GRADUATE OF CEDAR HILL HIGH

SCHOOL AND FUTURE ATTENDEE OF

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
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https://youtu.be/AB4jQKNebfQ
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2023 Ebby Halliday Executive Excellence Award Recipient
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Executive Women International of Dallas

Melanie Linnear, Executive Vice President, Concessions
State Fair of Texas
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By Lisa Anthony   

Published May 1, 2023 9:47 a.m. PDT 

 

Can Your Small-Business Idea Actually Make Money? 
Before leaving the 9-to-5 for a life as a small-business owner, you need to know if your business idea is a 

moneymaker or a money pit. 
 

Business applications have been steadily on the rise in 2023, according to data from the U.S. Census Bureau, 

with over 451,000 filed in March alone. With the majority of this number attributed to small businesses, you 

may be one of the thousands of Americans considering a small-business idea of your own. 

 

However, starting a business doesn't guarantee success. Based on 1994-2020 data from the Small Business 

Administration, about 1 in 3 new businesses won’t survive two years. Before you start scouting locations and 

looking for financing, take the initial step of checking the feasibility of your small-business idea with some 

research and a little math. 

 

Does your idea solve a problem? 
Successful businesses help consumers solve their problems. First, identify what problem your business is going 

to solve and how. Framing your idea in this way will help you identify your target customer and also explain 

your business to others. 

 

Based on the problem you’re solving, you can develop a profile of your target customer. This would include 

their pain points, interests and demographic data such as age range, gender, location and income levels. 

While you’re researching, make notes on the size of the group and their buying patterns so you can use it in 

your revenue calculations later. 

Once you know who your target customer is and what problem you’re solving for them, you can get their 

input directly. “What a lot of people haven’t done when they have a great idea — they haven’t talked to 

potential customers,” says Al Everett, a certified mentor of SCORE, a nonprofit that offers free resources to 

small-business owners. “Talk to people that are in your family or people you have a lot of respect for in terms 

of how they buy,” he recommends. 

 

Does your idea stand out from the competition? 
You also need to know who your competition is and the ways your business is different from others in the 

market. When meeting with entrepreneurs, “I try to strongly encourage them to do a SWOT analysis around 

the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats from the competition. They also need to do that on 

themselves,” says Everett. 

 

In addition to researching your competition, Everett also recommends talking to them directly and even 

buying their products to see how they compare to yours. 

When soliciting feedback from potential customers and your network, find out where they currently shop, 

what they like and dislike about those businesses and whether they’d consider alternatives. Their honest 

reactions can be an indication of whether your idea has a place in the market. 

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
https://twitter.com/EWI_of_Dallas
https://ewidallas.com/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/small-business/profitability-of-business-idea
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Have you crunched the numbers? 
It’s time to crunch the numbers to see what potential revenue your business would generate. Begin by 

developing estimates of your monthly revenue and expenses. To calculate your projected monthly revenue, 

estimate your number of monthly sales and multiply it by the selling price of your product or service. If you’re 

not sure how to price your product, mirroring a competitor's pricing can be helpful. 

 

Next, total all your monthly expenses. This includes the costs directly related to the product or service your 

business will provide — such as materials, inventory, packaging, shipping and labor — as well as additional 

business expenses like rent, utilities, equipment, marketing, licenses, insurance and fees. ”Make sure you think 

about all your expenses,” says Vanessa Uteau, owner of Pizza Market & Cucina in San Diego. “All your permits, 

all your fees, all your bank fees, whatever fees are going to be incurred in your business.” 

Now, subtract your total expenses from your revenue to roughly estimate your monthly profit or loss. The 

more detail you include in these estimates, the more accurate the calculations.  

 

You may want to consider creating a few different projections based on adjustments you could make to your 

revenue and expense estimates. For example, selling your product at a higher price would increase the 

monthly revenue number. Or, monthly expenses could be reduced by operating your business remotely 

instead of leasing office space. 

 

Next step: write a business plan 
The next step in your journey is to write a business plan, if you still see your idea as profitable. You’ve already 

done some of the work required for a business plan such as researching the market and your competition, 

identifying your typical customer and making basic financial projections. 

 

It may also be time to consider getting assistance, especially if you don’t have a business background or 

haven’t run a small business before. SCORE business mentors, Small Business Development Centers, as well as 

organizations for veteran, women and minority business owners can help when you’re starting a small 

business, often at no charge. 

 

Everett recommends having two to three mentors, whether from business organizations or by leveraging 

groups on LinkedIn or Facebook. “Businesses, especially entrepreneurs, are proud of what they’ve done and 

they will share,” he says. 

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
https://twitter.com/EWI_of_Dallas
https://ewidallas.com/
https://www.nerdwallet.com/article/small-business/profitability-of-business-idea
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 LCAM 2023 Registration is Now Open! 
 

   

 

 

EWI is excited to announce that registration for our largest event of the year is now open! 
Why register now? Well, it's true the early bird gets the worm, or in this case, saves the 
money!  

Register before June 30, 2023 to save $100 off LCAM registration! 

  

  

 

   
 

 Click Here to View Our LCAM 2023 Information Page and Register   
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http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
https://twitter.com/EWI_of_Dallas
https://ewidallas.com/
https://ewiconnect.com/event/LCAM2023
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=CHABSQQ&arrivalDate=2023-09-11&departureDate=2023-09-17&groupCode=GEWI&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink&bm-verify=AAQAAAAG_____wjftOcLoQIHCXBJTtV4YMTapJfz1vKuDQs78KEg7f0_b
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.ymaws.com%2Fewiconnect.com%2Fresource%2Fresmgr%2Flcam%2F2023%2FLCAM_2023_-_Vendor_Registra.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://ewiconnect.com/page/lcam2023schedule
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May Birthday’s  
 

May 13th 

Shannon Smock,  

Sustaining Member,  

Hunt Consolidated Inc. 

 
Upcoming June Birthday’s 

 

 
June 26th  

Bailee Hoover,  
Bank of America 

5 YEARS!! 

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
https://www.instagram.com/ewiofdallas/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ewidallas
https://twitter.com/EWI_of_Dallas
https://ewidallas.com/
mailto:Ssmock2020@gmail.com
mailto:bailee.a.hoover@bofa.com
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Executive Women International (EWI) brings together key  
individuals from diverse businesses for the purpose of promoting 

member firms, enhancing personal and professional  
development, and encouraging community involvement. 

To enhance professional growth and development within a  
diverse group of women while empowering them to make a 

difference as they inspire others. 

Integrity I Excellence I Respect I Collaboration 

EWI Corporate Office 
1288 Summit Ave. Ste. 107 

PMB 124 
Oconomowoc, WI 53066 

262.269.5625  
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ewi@ewiconnect.com  
ewiconnect.com 

my.ewiconnect.com  

https://www.facebook.com/EWIDallas/
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https://my.ewiconnect.com/home
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